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baggage, and your servant mounts on the top. If you carry
your clothes and goods in portmanteaus, you will lose package,
and therefore it will be best to make use of bags which are to
be had for that purpose, and are much more convenient.
From Orfa to Aleppo you will be five days upon the road,
and perhaps six; but then you will lie in villages every night,
as you did between Bagdad and Mousul. You will seldom
want company from any of these places, when your intentions
are publicly known.
When you arrive at Aleppo, and are in a hurry to leave that
place, you will be under no necessity of being detained; for if
there is no vessel ready to sail from Scanderoon1 to Cyprus,
you may pass on to Latikiyah2, a day's journey farther, where
you may cross in small vessels which are continually passing
and repassing to and from that island. And at Cyprus there
is scarce a week without an opportunity of gaining a passage
from thence to Marseilles. In the time of peace the most
expeditious way will be to travel through France, for it is
not only longer, but more expensive, to travel thro' Italy,
Germany, and Holland; though there are a great many more
curious things to be seen in that tour, and there are few gentle-
men but will be glad to make use of such an opportunity.
Upon the whole, I compute that from Busserah to Aleppo,
a passenger, if he meets with no delay, may travel in three or
four and thirty days over the Great Desart. From Bagdad,
allowing for your stay there by the way of Kabessa, in four
or five and forty days, and by Mousul about twenty more.
But if a person can undergo the fatigue of the Mansel3 or
riding post, he may reach Aleppo from Bagdad in fourteen
or fifteen days. The privilege of travelling in this manner
may be obtained by the Resident, if he is a man of interest
with the Government, for then he can procure you a Mansel
Command, which is an order signed by the Grand Signior,
and lodged in the hands of the different Bashaws; by these
means you will not only be at your journey's end sooner, but
without the least expence. This was offered to us by the
1 Iskanderun, Alexandretta.                       2 Latakia.
a One of the meanings of mcmzil is a post-house.